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Competition Announcement - 77 
(Photo and caption contest) 

fall created things the loveliest, 

‘And most divine are children. —William Canton 





We received as many as 64 entries (as on the 
last date given) - an enthusiastic and overwhelming 
response indeed! We wish all the budding writers 
the very best of luck. 

‘There can be only one best entry. Four stories 
were selected in the final round and sent to Mr. 
Jayaraj, an eminent artist for selection of the best 
one. Mr. Jayaraj has also illustrated the story as 
you can see. We thank him. 

Congratulations to S.Sridhar of Std. Vil, PS. 
Senior Secondary School, Chennai for winning 
the wrist watch! 








(The first half ofthe story already published inthe January 
2002 issue is given in bold leters. The second half follows 
that.) 


A STRA 


Once upon a time, there lived a poor fisherman 
with his wife and three children, in a small village. 
The village was near the bank of a river. The poor 
‘man’s name was Ram and he earned money only by 
Sishing. 

One night, when everyone was asleep, a strange 
sound came from the river. It sounded like nothing 
‘on earth! It woke up all the villagers. They all came 
running to the river holding lanterns. 

Suddenly, a strange creature appeared before them. 
The creature had one eye, a big mouth and five string 
like legs that hung from its body. It looked scary and 
somewhat like a large spider and moved on its belly. 

Everyone trembled with fear. But Ram 
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1k was the beast ~it was 
talking 

“Dare not to take a step 
away from me!” cried the 
monster. 

Nobody had the guts to 
‘open their mouth. But Ram 
‘gathered all the courage and 
spoke - “But... But, what do 
‘you want?” 

“Blood - Human Blood!” 

All of them. started 
counting their last few 
seconds - their blood had 
frozen. Ram's children hid 
behind their mother. 

Suddenly they heard 
someone laugh! Who was 
that? 

It was Ram! The entire 


Ram spoke - “Poor thing! 
Ipity you -Ha Hat Your fate 
is todie in this village at the 
hhands of our chief.” 

‘The monster roared in 
anger - “What the hell are 
you talking about? Show me 
your chief. Ican't wait to kill 
him. 








Ram led the beast and 





The monster was 


stunned. “Is that your chief? 
Goodness, how long he is!” 

"Yes, he is also louder 
and bolder than you are. 





Look at his stomach running across his length and see the 
people inside it - innumerable.” explained Ram. "And look 
how fast he is. By the time you wobble to him, he would 
have sped milesavay, .." 

‘The monster asked shakily - “Am I dreaming? What is 
‘that hon ike thing infront, running across the wires 

"Oh that! I forgot! That's his power centre. You touch 
that and you receive an electric shock. Anyway, there's no 
time for you to fight with him now. He’s terribly hungry and 
isrunning to the next village to eat more - more fresh blood 
ut try your luck! Go and challenge him.” 

“What he is hungry and after eating this much? Wants 
more fresh blood? EEEecee... Let me flee from here,” 








‘The village appreciated Ram and made him the chieftain, 
Ram’s wife was proud of him. “How did you ever think of 
the electric train? How clever you are, Ram” she praised. 

Ram was pleased - “Remember friends - no creature on 
earth is gifted with both brain and brawn!” 
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rchery is one of the most an: 
popular sport throughout 
the world and 
in India. , gyal 
This year 
the Na- 


tional Ar- Let us know more about 
chery this wonderful sport 
Champion 

ship events he use of the bow can 
just concluded be traced back to the 
at Cossipore earliest civilizations, as, 
near Kolkota, 


21-year-old 

Dola Banerjee 

and 20-year-old = 
Shivnath Nagesia 


won individual 
championships 
in their respec: 

tive sections. : 
witnessed in ancient writings and 
drawings. The bow was such an im: 
portant device back in the past that 


many historians con 
sider it equivalent to the 
wheel and fire. While 
some scientists think that the 
weapon dates back to 25,000 B.C., 
others think it was invented later, 
perhaps by the Egyptians around 
5000 B.C. 

‘The bow and arrow have shaped 
history, be it on the plains of the an- 
+a hunting weapon 





cient Roman 
and Greek battle- 
fields, the English 
defeating the 
French army at 
Crecy in 1346 or 
the ex- 
pansion 
of the 
American West 

Even in the Second World War, 


American archers carried out spe 
cialized operations in Asia. 

Many interesting historic 
events surround the use 
of bow and arrow. In 
1307 AD Wiliam Tell a 
travelling storyteller was 
ordered to shoot an apple 
off his son's head because 
he refused to pay respects to 
a hat placed on a pole as a 
sign of imperial authority. He 
succeeded in shooting the 
apple. Robin Hood is another 
hero from whose image the bow 
and arrow are inseparable. 

In some parts of the world the 








bow is still in use as a hunting 
weapon. The Pygmies of Africa, the 
indigenous people of the Amazon, 
people of the Andes, the Congo and 
New Guinea use the bow and arrow 
for hunting 


Evolution of the bow 

and arrow: 

Basically bows are of two kinds: 
Wooden and Composite. Initially 
bows were made only from wood. 
These were called self-bows, 

Nowadays Composite bows 
are made of either part wood 
and part other material, or en- 

tirely out of other materials, These 

are a combination of wood, fiber- 

glass, lightweight metals and high 
technology materials. 

The use of pulleys, and the lat- 

‘est in engineering 

research makes 












the bow more efficient and easier to 
use. But the standard recurve design 
that has a bend at the ends of the 
bow away from the archer, is the 
only type of bow currently allowed 
in the Olympics! 

Arrows have undergone an evo- 
lution of their own. Early arrows 
were made of wood and were 
fletched primarily with the feathers 
of birds like eagle, crow, goose, and 
turkey. Most of today’s arrows are 
still made of wood, but some are 
made from aluminium, fiberglass or 
graphite. They are often fletched 
with feather spin wings or plastic 
veins. 


Types of archery activi- 
ties in sports : 

TARGET: Target archery origi- 
nated in England during the 14th 
century. The most commonly prac- 
ticed form of archery, target tour- 
‘naments are held both indoors and 
outdoors, Targets comprise of 
multi-coloured concentric circles 
each having point values - the in- 

nermost circle the highest 
point value (usually 10) and 
the outermost circle the 
fewest (usually one). 


FLIGHT: Shooting for distance 
is the objective of Flight archery. 
‘The world record in this event with 
a footbow is over a mile! 


CLOUT: A rarely practiced dis- 
cipline, most archers take part in 
clout archery only for fun. In clout 
archery the target (15 meters in di- 
ameter) consists of five concentric 
circles outlined on the ground. 


SKI-ARCHERY: A relatively 
new discipline, Ski-Archery com- 
bines archery with cross-country 
skiing. The archers carry bows in 
a special backpack and ski. The 
course is twelve kilometers long for 
men and eight for women. 

ARCATHLON: It is a combina- 
tion of target archery and running. 
The athlete is required to run a 
course and stop at prescribed 
points to shoot at fixed targets. The 
typical course is between 5 and 12 
km. 


3-D ARCHERY: Targets in 3- 
D events are life-size replicas of a 
variety of wildlife. Distance to the 
target, part of the target hit and 
the actual shot, tests the archer's 
skills. 





FIELD: A challenging outdoor 
discipline in which the archer takes 
on the terrain along with the tar- 
get. Many of the shots are made 
uphill or downhill and the targets 
are placed in difficult positions. 


about pursuing this sport, our 

Epics will give the additional en 
couragement. In both Ramayana 
and Mahabharatha, two great men 
won their wives by displaying their 
feat in archery!! They are none 
other than Lord Rama ard Arjuna. 
While the former won the hand of 
Princess Seetha by stringing the 
bow gifted by Lord Shiva, the lat- 
ter won the hand of Princess 
Draupadi by stringing a divine bow 
and hitting the target, the eye of a 
fish fixed on a post just by looking 
at its reflection in a bowl of oil on 
the ground. 

In Greek mythology Apollo the 
God of light, knowledge, reason and 
truth is also the God of archery. The 
sun's rays are his arrows. It is said 
that Apollo used one thousand sil 
ver arrows to slay the terrible dragon 
Python. Diana, the Moon goddess 
and sister of Apollo also carries the 


F or those still harbouring doubts 
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bow and arrows as 
her weapons. Her- 
cules the celebrated mytho- 
logical hero and believed to 
be the strongest man on 
Earth was an unerring 
marksman with a 
bow and ar- 
row. 

Archery 
is suitable 
for all. It is 
agame that 
involves 
not only 
physica 
strength but also 
concentration and patience. It is 
also one of the rare games where 
physically disadvantaged people 
also compete. Nerralie Fairhall 
from New Zealand won the gold 
medal at the Commonwealth 
Games in Brisbane in 1982 shoot- 
ing from a wheelch: 

- Radhika Sasankh 
Cover ilustration: Mahesh 
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STEPS TOWARDS ARCHERY 
1. Stance 2. finger position 
3. position of bow arm 4. draw 
S.anchor 6. holding 7. aim 
8. release 9. follow through 
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Dee 1 met a Ray, 
‘Ata nearby Bay, 
Itbegan to say ; 
“Take me in a tray. 
Build me a home, 
Where | can roam, 
For, I'd like to live in peace 
Far away from the polluted seas," 
~ S. Neeraja, Std. Ill, Sishya, 
Chennai, 


THE PENCIL 
ThePenctisa delightful thing, 
Joy and thrill it does bring. 
Children like it when its new 

The pencil is like a friend to 
you. 




















For many days it writes, 
Itcan be dark or light. 
It travels on the note book 
To every corner and nook. 
- Sumedh M. Kaulgud, Std. I, St. 
Joseph High School, Solapur. 
Dear Sumedh, 
Please let us have your residential 
address immediately. 
+ Editor. 
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Dear Readers, 

%* You are most welcome to 
send in your contributions to 
Gokulam either by post or by e- 
mail. However, there is no 
guarantee that it will be published. 
It is also not possible for us to tell 
you when it will be published. But, 
if you require your contributions to 
be sent back to you on 
rejection, then you must 
enclose a self addressed, 
stamped envelope. 

And remember every 
contribution sent by you should 
give the following details : 

- Name 

- Age, Class 

= Name and address of school 

= Residential address 

- A declaration stating that the 
contribution is your original creation 

(if not the source must be 
mentioned) 

You will receive a participation 


INTERESTING 
ISN’T IT? 


The Nitagirt Express (running 
‘between CHENNA! AND UDAGAMAN- 
DALAM 

The Train runs 





(1) on electricity between Channa 


and Colmbatore 

(2) on diesel between Coimbatore 
‘and Mettupalayam 

(3) on steam between Mattupa- 
layam and Coonoor 

and again 





certificate from us if your 
contribution is published, At the 
end of the one year period ending 
June 2002, the person with most 
number of participation certificates 
will receive a special prize, Collect 
your certificates and keep them 
carefully 

WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! 


Editor 


(4) on diesel between Coonoor and 
Ooty, 

The train passes through the same 
station namely, Coimbatore North twice 
(nthe course of Its journey! 
















Teacher : (answering in 
the telephone) You say 
Arun has fever and can't 
come to school? Who is 
speaking? 

Voice : This is my father! 


Ravi : | read a new, good 
joke recently. Did | tell you 
about it? 

Raja : Is it funny? 

Ravi: Yes. 

Raja : Then you did not! 

~ Muthu, Redhills 





Subbu, why are you 
taking the ruler to 





= Shweta D'eruz, 10 years, 
St. Joseph's HS, Mumbai. 
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2 Gokulam is a 
wonderful and fantastic 
magazine for children. | read the 
article, “The Vatican, The Cathedral 
and The Pope’ (December 2001). It was 
very interesting and informative. 

+R, Sandhya, Std. X, Mumbai 










‘ma regular reader of your inter 
esting magazine - Gokulam, I'm read- 
ing it for the.past 2 years. It is a boon to 
young people like me. My free time is 
never wasted when Gokulam is with me! 
My favourite article in it is grandma 
worm which helps parents to know 
about children’s mentality. 

I'm happy that a friend 
comes home every 
month and gives both 
knowledge and plea- 
sure. 


















- Uma 
Kumaran, Salem 


FRI 





2 When 
Golhulam arrives at 
our house my 
sister and I start 
fighting as to who shall read Gokulam 
first! I thank Gokulam for having a new 
e-mail address. 
~ Deepa Ranganathan, Std. 
Vil, Jamshedpur. 





©2 1am an avid reader of Gokulam, 
Your cover story about Pizza's was great! 
December 3rd which is remembered as 
World Disabled Day has been overlooked 
in the Events - December 2001 article. 








GOKULAM 


THE MOSY 
WELCOME 
END 


[LETTER BOX) 



























This is just for your 

information. 
- Karthick Ramakrishnan, 
Coimbatore. 


1% The painting by Master K. 

Shankar was marvellous. My regards to 

him and request Gokulam to encourage 

budding artists by increasing the pages 
of ‘Art Gallery’. 

- P. Uthara Priyadharshini, 

Std. Vill, Thane 


2 Gokulam Dec, 2001 issue is ex- 
cellent. While the details about the vari- 
ous kinds of owls were 
quite enlightening, the 
new serial ‘Lost in a Fort’ 
‘promises to be a thiiller. 
‘The humourous skits ate 
quite enjoyable’ and 
‘evokes good laughter. 
The ‘snakes and lad- 
ders’ game is not only 
meant just for play 
but fs also very fn- 
formative. Thanks 
for such a nice 
thoughtful chart 
+ V. Mahadevan, Std. IV A, 
Chennai - 4. 


2 Lama regular reader of Gokulam. 
My parents and my brother love to read 
it I tells us new facts on ife & science 
Please continue your good work, so that 
| may get to read ‘Gokulam’ for many 
‘more years from now. 

- G.S.Javed, Std. X, Bangalore. 


WHAT EXCITEMENT! 


Obs our way back from shopping 
cone fine day, my sister, my mother 
and myself visited the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium (Kamataka State Cricket As- 
sociation) with a hope to meet Rahul 
Dravid, our favourite cricketer. We 
had heard from our friends that 
Dravid visited the association pre~ 
mises everyday. 

Sad luck though, he was not to be 
seen anywhere. On enquiring, we were 
told that he was expected to arrive any 
time. 

A few minutes later it really hap- 
pened! A grey ‘HONDA CITY" en- 
tered the gates and Rahul did indeed 
arrive. Our joy knew no bounds and 


THE TRAGEDY 


Appt 101h-anuntorget- 
table, bad day in my life. It 
happened last year. 

Ttwas ourdrawing exam 
and the topic given was 
‘accident’. It was not easy 
but however I tried my best 
and drew a picture of a car accident. 
Never did I at that moment imagine I 
would witness a railway accident. 

After the exams I walked to the sta- 
tion to take the train back home like 
every other day. On reaching the sta- 
tion, came to know that a boy had died. 
in an accident while trying to cross the 
railway track. A small crowd had gath- 
ered and a diary was being passed 












We approached him for his autograph, 
He not only readily signed, but also got 
into conversation with us. We spent 
some time chatting with him. Itis a day 
that I'l always remember for the rest 
of my life 


= Maheep, age -17, 
VCC, Bangalore 


1 OU 


around, 
Thad the shock of 
my life. The photo- 
‘graph in the diary 
was that of my 
best friend 
Manikandan. I 
could not control my 
tears after that. I think of poor 
Manikandan everytime I walk in and 

out of that station, 

-S. Subramanian, 
Std VIII, 
SIWS H.S., Wadala, Mumbai. 


Dear Subramanian, 
Please send us your residential ad- 
dress immediately. 
- Editor 
Se 






That stared one fine moming when Isaw an 
ad in the newspaper for a project called “RED 
ROVER GOES TO MARS”. 

twas the very last day for getting the application. I 
first had to complete a questionnaire and then write an 
essay based on the ATHENA 2003 Mission which I did. 
‘The mission description gave me all the information 1 
needed. 

‘The judging process that followed was quite tough. There 
‘was a presentation followed by a personal interview. The time for the presentation 
‘was limited only to 10 minutes; this was later slashed down to 7 minutes on stage. I 
was extremely scared if I would make it or not. I did! I then got selected for the 
personal interview round, where I was interviewed by eminent scientists of India, 


EXPERIENCES 


‘Unfortunately (or fortunately), I did not qualify for the National Finals. 

1 was terribly depressed and lost heart, but my mentor, Dr. M.S. Suresh and my 
family encouraged me to take on the next part of the Project the “STUDENT NAVI- 
GATOR TRAINING MISSIONS”. I had to write a Journal. This time I worked 
Harder and made it to the National Semi-Final. There was a group discussion on 
“WHETHER OR NOTLIFECAN BE SUSTAINED ON MARS ', arover assembly 
and operation and an interview by eminent scientists of India. Then came the time 
for announcing the National Finalists and WOW I was selected. 

‘The months that followed were full of tense moments. The national coordinator 
then told me that I would be receiving a call from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, CA, 
‘After a long wait the call came through and I did well inthe Tele-interview. A week 
later I leamt that I was an International Finalist. The feeling was just great. The hard 
‘work of more than a year had paid off. Avinash Chandrashekar, 

Chennai, 
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v K. ANITHA, 
Sid. VIB, Jaycees MH Schoo, 
Kangayam. 





A G.V.SANDEEP, 
Sid. Vil B, Nalanda Vidya Niketan, Vijayawada, 


Sid. X B. Hiton MH.S School 


Old Courtalam. Tirunelveli Dt 


 T. BHARANI 
Sid. X, A. MM, School, Kotturpuram, Chennai 


SAMPREET HEGDE, > 
Sid, IX. VS, Pillay School, Hubli 






nots are believed to possess 
some kind of magical powers, 
The belief in the power of knots 
is so deep rooted that in Scotland, the 
sick people pray to the Devil to loosen 
the hidden knot that was causing the 
illness, In ancient Babylon, a Sorcerer 





could seal a man’s lips just by tying a 
knot in a chord and casting a spell on 
it. The knot renders the person tongue- 
tied! 

In Togo, West Africa, witch doc- 
tors claim to be able to bind up the life 
forces of the enemy just by knotting a 
piece of grass, In Bordeaux, France, a 
person was burnt alive in 1718 for ru- 
ining the lives of the members of an 
entire family with curses involving 
knotted chords. 





is forbidden to tie knots in the mar- 
riage ceremony, In India however, 
the marriage ceremony is incomplete 
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without the tying of the 
“Mangalasutra,’ We believe that tying 
‘a knot puts a permanent seal on some- 
thing. The knots on the mangalasutra 
ensure that the relationship between 
husband and wife is eternal. 

In places spread all over Europe, it 








was the custom 
to insist that the knots- 

if any-in the clothings of the 
bride and the groom be undone dur- 
ing the marriage ceremony. In contrast, 
in some of the churches, it is tradi- 
tional even today, for the priest to tie 
his long embroidered silk handkerchief 
around the clasped hands of the couple 
once they have made the vow. An old 
German cure for warts employed the 
magical power of knots. A knotted 
string was left under a stone, The first 
person who walked on the stone would 
get all the warts while others will be 
cured! 


In Gujarat, a knotted 
string is used to cure fe- 
ver. Seven cotton threads 
are taken toa place where 
the owls hoot. A knot is 
tied for each hoot and the 
thread is tied around the 
right arm of the patient. 

‘A knot can also pro- 











tect life. In Masai tribes 

of East Africa, the fathers of the boys 
going to war would tie a knot in their 
own hair, one for each son, with a 
prayer that the body and soul of the 
son may be kept together by divine 
grace, 

Russian hunters tied knots in 
threads to save themselves from get- 
ting shot. Zulu hunters of Africa, 
would tie a knot in the tail of every 
animal they killed, to ensure that the 
flesh of the animal would not give 
them a stomach pain later on! 


nots could control the weather, 
K In the past old women who 

claimed to have power over the 
elements were selling winds to the 
fishermen - tied in handkerchiefs! In 
carly twentieth century, women were 
still selling winds to the sailors, in the 
form of strings tied with three knots. 
‘As the knots were untied one after 
another the winds were believed to 
grow stronger and stronger. 


- Smt. Visalakshi Ramani 
Coimbatore. 














igainasam, the home 
minister of Jayabalpore, 
hurried across the spacious 
lawns of the royal palace, 
and entered the council hall, where 
King Jayabalan sat doing nothing in 
particular. 

“Lhave great news, Your Majesty” 
he said. “Bogeyar, the great yogi, is in 
town. He is on a tour of our country.” 

“What does he do?” the king 
asked. 

“He is a great sadhu who preaches 
about the importance of the mind over 
matter.” 

“All this will be above my head” 








said the king 
\ being very 
(i, Ez 





+ Thoy w 
‘chanting a 
singing. 
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Ayalaan the foreign minister, 
Varisumai, the finance minister and 
Solmannan, the minister for publicity, 
entered the hall 

“You heard what Sigainasam said?” 
asked the king 

“We did hear him say something 
about a 


bogeyman” said [A JAVABALAN 
Ayalaan. 


Not a bogeyman, Bogeyar” snap- 
ped Sigainasam. “That's his name.” 
“What is in a name?" asked 
Solmannan, “A rose by any other name 
will still smell as sweet." 
“Here, what does a rose have to do 
with Bogeyar?” the king asked, 
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“Nothing, Your Majesty” said No Bogeyar was invited to the 
Solmannan, “A rose is a rose is a palace the next day, He arrived 
rose...” with a group of followers. He 


“We have seen a lot of such men” was a tall, thin man with a 
interrupted Ayalaan, “They usually get straggly beard and close cropped hair, 
some money out of us.” His followers seemed to be exact 

“Bogeyar is not like that" retorted copies of the leader. They were all 
Sigainasam — 
STORY | angrily. “He is | 
4 great savant, 
Wecangivehimachance i 
to talk to us. He propagates A) 
the idea that the mind is more | \ 


important than the body.” b L A 

















Varisumai 9a) MOD 
nudged Ayalaan ‘ 1 
and whisper- iN Mm \ 


ed: “It he 
takes a look at our king he 
will quickly change his 
mind.” They both 
smiled cautiously. 







t 2h 


chanting and singing, The king and his 
ministers stood watching while 
Bogeyar and his group swayed and 
sang, 

“So this is Bogey the youi, is it?” 
Ayalaan whispered to Varisumai, 

“Bogus, more likely.” Varisumai 
whispered back. “He is sure to take 
away some money from us.” 

“God bless you, my son” said 
Bogeyar to the king. The king turned 
this way and that, wondering who 
he was talking to. 

“He means you, Your 
Majesty” said Sigainasam 
with his usual oily grin, 

“Sit down, my children” 
said Bogeyar, and everyone sat 

down. He continued. “The 
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mind is such a superior force. If you 
think you are healthy, you will be 
healthy. Your mind controls your 
body.” 

“So if we keep thinking that we are 
not fat, we will become slim, is it?” 
asked Ganabadi, the minister for heavy 
industry, who was even fatter that the 
king, 

“Just imagine a slim Ganabadi!” 
said Solmannan, and everybody 
burst into uncontrollable 
laughter, 

“I notice that 
some of you are 


not so slim” said Bogeyar. “See how 
slim I am, And yet I don’t jog or walk 
long distances. I just think myself into 
fitness.” 

‘That's easy” said the king. 
janabadi, let's try it.” 

“But you will have to do it in a set 
of meditative 
poses” said 















‘The king was now upside down bent double. 









Bogeyar. 

“What's that?” asked the king 
curiously. 

“Let's go out to the garden, and I'll 
show you” said Bogeyar. They all 
trooped out to the lawns. 

“Let's start” said Bogeyar. He 
squatted on his haunches, locked his 
fingers together on the ground, laid his 
head in his hands, and slowly tured 
upside down. His knees were bent and 
close to his body. Then he gradually 
raised his knees and straightened his 
legs. 

The king and the ministers clapped 
their hands. 

“This is not a circus for you to 
applaud” said Bogeyar still standing on 


‘went about with thelr heads turned. 


his head. Then he slowly 
lowered his legs and stood up. 

“Owing to this upside-down 
posture, the arch of the aorta, 
the common carotids, the 
innominate and subclavian are 
flooded generously with 
blood.” 

“What 
these?” 
Solmannan, 
“Never mind” 
said the king, “We 
are confused 
enough as it is.” 
‘Then he tumed to 
Bogeyar and 
asked. “If we do 
this will it help 
us?” 
“Of course. 
The blood will 
flow to the brain.” 
Tf there's one” said Ayalaan in a 
low voice to Varisumai. 

“Ganabadi, shall we both try this?” 
asked the king. 

“The one who practises this will win 
new confidence and his life will be a 
triumph” Bogeyar continued. 

“Yes, let’s do it” said Ganabadi. 

‘Varisumai negotiated with Bogeyar, 
and a fee was fixed to coach Ganabadi 
and the king. As expected, it was a lot 
of money, and it was paid in advance. 














are all 
asked 








he next morning all the 
‘ministers gathered on the lawns 
towatch the king and Ganabadi 

20 through their training, 
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Dog 1: Meow! Meow! 
‘Dog 2: Hey! Dogs don't say Meow. 
Dog 1: | know; but | am learning a 

foreign language! 

= Chris Fernando, Virar 





One of Bogeyar’s followers took 
charge of Ganabadi. Bogeyar himself 
attended on the king. Bogeyar took 
hold of the back of the king’s neck, 
while the same was done for Ganabadi 
too. They bent the two fat men until 
their faces were on the ground. 

He caught the toes of the king, and 
using them like a lever, swung the 
king's legs in the air. Ganabadi was in 
the same plight. 

The king was now upside down and 
bent double. The grass tickled his nose 
asit did Ganabadi's. Ganabadi sneezed 
and fell over backwards, knocking 
down the man who was training him. 

‘The ministers clapped. "Let me go!" 
the king screamed, “You are breaking 
my neck." 

“Anger does injury to the brain 
said Bogeyar. “Think of pleasant 
things.” 

‘The king squirmed. “Let me go!” he 
shrieked. And Bogeyar let him go. The 
king fell on his face with a loud thump. 

The ministers rushed to his 
They lifted him up. His head was 
tured to the left at an abnormal angle. 
fe has a crick in his neck” said 
Apothikari, the health minister. 
Ganabadi sat there groaning, His face 
was tumed to the right, “I have a erick 
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too” he said. 

They tried to tum the king’s heac 
and so also Ganabadi’s. “Ow, ow, 
ow...” they howled in pain. 

“Maybe Bogeyar can set it right” 
said Sigainasam. But Bogeyar had 
already vanished from the scene along, 


with his followers. 

F and Ganabadi went about with 

their heads tumed, the king’s 

to the left and Ganabadi’s to the right. 

This caused a lot of joking and fun 

among the ministers, though they were 

careful not to show their merriment 
the presence of the king. 

“The king has become a leftist, and 

id Arivili, the 


or the next few weeks the king, 





Ganabadi a rightist” s 
education minister. 
“They look like a couple of 








stifftails” remarked Varisumai. 

“Since the king has a crick can he 
be called acricket?” asked Solmannan. 

“You mean an insect?” laughed 
Varisumai 
‘Keep a stiff upper lip, Ganabadi" 
advised Ayataan 

“He is just stiff-necked” said 

sumai, 

“But Ganabadi was always stiff- 
necked” said Solinannan, 

This went on for a week or so and 
after a lot of massages and application 
of ointments, the king and Ganabadi 
became normal. 

Now the king gets furious if 
anybody mentions anything abont 
meditative poses. “It is a pain in the 
neck!” he screams, 

- J. Vasanthan 
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1. RACE AHEAD! 

a) You are participating in a race. 
‘You overtake the second, What position 
do you finish? 

b) If you overtake the last, then what 
will be your position? 

+S. Aarti, Std. VID, Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, Trivandrum. 


11, THE NUMBER 
1. There is a number, If you square 
it, it will remain the same. If you divide 
it by itself it doesn’t change. What is 
the number? 
POOJA’S RIBBON 
2. Pooja had two pieces of ribbons. 
(One was twice the length of the other. 
Pooja cut six inches off each piece and 
then found that one was three times as, 
long as the other. How long were they 
at first? 
- B. Suryachakradhar, 
Secunderabad. 





II WHOIS THIS? 

1, She lets out smoke, but doesn’t 
smoke cigarettes; She is beautiful 
although utterly black; Her strength is 
enormous that when she runs we dare 


not approach her. 
2. He has a neck, but no head; He 
has two hands too, but no fingers. 
3. Her writing is so beautiful to look 
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at although she cannot write of her own 
accord. 

* 4, With the touch of 

Ti aE your hand you can make 

it shower light; And then 

without fear of buming your fingers, 
‘you can hold it tight; What is that? 

- V. Mahadevan, Std. IV, PS.S.S. 

School, Mylapore, Chennai - 4. 





IV. EQUAL SHARING 
A father had a son and four 
daughters. He gave “ith of his land to 
his son, He then gave the remaining land 
to the daughters and asked them to 
divide it into 4 equal parts. How did 
they divide the land? 


~ 





- TS. Rajamurugan, Std. VIII, 
Pandya Juniors Sainik School, 
‘Udumalpet. 


V. ALL IN SPACE 
Match the following : 
1. Halley's a) Galaxy 
2. Mir b) Constellation 
3.Challenger _¢) Comet. 
4.Milky Way d) Space Station 
5. Shooting Star) Pole Star 
6. Orion f) Venus 
7. Sailor's Guide g) Meteorite 
8. Evening Star hh) Space shuttle 
»Deiva Prabhu, Std. VII, Pandya 
Juniors Sainik School, Coimbatore. 





VL. ADD TO 34 
Using numbers | to 16, fill in to 
make a sum of 34 when added in any 


direction. Do not repeat the numbers. 
































+P. Gowtham, Std. VI, Modern 
Senior Secondary School, Chennai, 


VIL. GUESS IT RIGHT! 

Fill in the blanks with the names of 

places using the clues given. You will 

get the name of a city which is known 
as the ‘City of skyscrapers.” 

1. Teardrop Island 2. Emerald Isle 

3. Land of the Midnight Sun 4. Gift of 

the River Nile. 5. City on Seven Hills 

6. Land of Kangaroos. 7. Garden of 





England. 
- Jaison K. Mathai, Age 16, 
Vidyavardhini’s Junior College, 
Mumbai, 
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Durvasa, the highly temperamental 
‘once visited Dwaraka... 




















Boletus know ~ 


ityou need 








SV 
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[Durvasa was unpredictable. At times he ate’ 
very little and at other times he ate a lot. 


‘Soon the kheer was made. 
“Mabarishiji, the 






























[isishna! Why are Because, Ieel 
| you not rubbing it 
on your feet? 


Krishna smeared his 


body with the kheer. itwould be 


disrespectful, 





















| _ Krishnat 
| now want to travel 
‘on a chariot pulled by ) 





















£1 must not displease 
the sage at 
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Rukmini pulled the chariot a long 












Dear Krishna and Rukmini, 
1am very pleased with 
the hospitality you 
extended. 










Rukmini! You'll always 
be Krishna's favourite and 
you will never be affected 
by old age. 
































Krishna! Those parts of your 
body smeared with the kheer | 











mia. 
After blessing Krishna and 
Rukmini, sage Durvasa 
departed from Dwaraka. 
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Welcone To The 
PANKAJ AND 


JANU SHOW 





he banner hung big and 

bright at the entrance of the 

beautiful open air theatre. | 
spoke to Pankaj and Janu, the stars 
of that evening's puppet show, 
when the show was over. They 
spoke to me (through their master 
ofcourse!) with a lot of zeal and en- 
thusiasm. 

(P - Pankaj ; J - Janu) 

Me: How long have you been on 
these shows? 

P : For over twenty years now, 
ever since our master took to this 
profession. We were his first cre- 
ations. 

J: Our master’s father, grandfa- 
ther and great grandfathers were 

also puppeteers. 





Me : You look 
\ different from the 
other puppets. 


| What kind of pup- 


pets are you? 
J: We are hand puppets or glove 
puppets. See my long skirt? Mas- 
ter wears me on his one hand like 
a glove and this skirt covers his arm 
With the other hand he plays the 
dholak’ or "String puppets 


Ais 


P : When 
é =f 


he wears 
both of us, 
then some- 
one else 
plays the 
drum. Look 
here... We 
are made 


out of pieces M 4 










+1 spoke to 
Pankaj and 
Sanu. 





of wood joined together... We look 
pretty, don't we? But we have no 
legs! 

Me : Wow! Yet so much action 
and movement... Do you know 
when and where puppetry started? 

P:: Ofcourse. We have heard our 
master talk to people about it. Pup- 
petry is a visual and dramatic ar. It 
had its origin mainly in the eastern 
parts of the world - Thailand, Japan, 
Vietnam... It is also very ancient in 
India. 

J: If remember right, 
it dates back to as early 
as the 5th century B.C. 
It deals with stories and 
deeds of great kings, 
heroes and also stories 
around mythology. 

P : Ramayana and 


Mahabaratha stories have been the 
most popular. 

Me : Oh, yes! | saw that even 
today. | also read recently that ar- 
cheologists have suggested that a 
cave called Sitabenga in Gujarat, 
may have been used as a shadow 
puppet theatre in the time of King 
Asoka. Tell me something about 
your other friends in your master's 
theatre. 

P : Our master is from Orissa. 


* Shadow puppets, 










} 





Chiki and Bhola, our friends, are 
made out of wire and cloth and are 
stuffed with cotton and rags. They 
have strings attached to several 
parts of their body - shoulders, hips, 
knees, hands. 

J: Chiki and Bhola can move 
their limbs and head freely. Our 
master pulls or loosens the strings 
to make them dance and move 
Don't they look real? 

Me : | know they call this 
Bommatatam in Tamil Nadu. Here 
the puppets are huge and the dolls 
seem to come alive! 

‘J: The credit for that goes to our 
masters. You see, we are not actu- 
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Bz" is the art form of Japan 
that is used for mingyo-joruri 
(puppetry and story teling).It relates 
to the tradition of the coming to- 


gether of the travelling story teller 
and the puppeteer, In 1684, the fist 
theatre for puppetry was set up in 
Osaka, But the art witnessed a de- 
line after the 1750's until the Na~ 
tional Theatre gave it a permanent 
home in 1966 in Tokyo. The aging 
of the back stage workers resulted 
in the theatre shifting back to Osaka, 
These periodic shifts and the fact 
that there is no one to take over, 
imposes a threat to the future of this 
300 year old art form. 


ally actors. We are just dolls. Pup- 
petry has a lot more of miming, ac- 
tion, music and dance in it than 
drama or the spoken word.. 

P : And our masters sing and 
mime so well and actually make us 
perform. Sometimes they become 
So involved that they too begin to 
dance. That's how we are made to 
be as powerful as an actor. 

Me : Who are these masters? 

J: There are many people who 
work together as a team. People 
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who are talented in drawing, 
needlework and carpentry who 
make the dolls and the costumes 
and people who work on the... 

P :....stories, songs, music and 
the dialogue. Then there are people 
who sing and play the instruments 
and ofcourse the puppeteers them- 
selves. 

J: But most puppeteers are tal- 
ented in several of these areas. 
They can sing, mime and play the 
instruments even while they ma- 
nipulate us puppets! 

Me : Unbelievable! That's a large 
family anyway. Your other friends, 
Hanuman and Sita, they looked flat 
and very different. They did not 
come upfront on the stage either. 

J: They always stay behind a 
tight, thin, transparent screen, They 
look beautiful and are made out of 
leather with perforations on them, 
Split bamboo sticks are attached to 
them, which the puppeteer holds 
and manipulates. 

P: Hanuman and Sita are small, 
Ravana is large and over six feet 
tall. He is not here today. Mukesh, 
one of ourhelpers makes sure that 
a lamp or a flickering fire keeps 
glowing all the time behind the 

In Thailand, it is shadow puppetry 

that is prominent. It 
is known os Nang. 
While this is a two- 
dimensional form, the 
three-dimensional 
figure puppets are 
colled H 

















‘screen. That's how you were able 
to see the shadows of our friends 
on the screen. 

Me : Are shadow puppets fa- 
‘mous only in Orissa? 

J No. No. On the contrary, itis 
this form which is prevalent in al- 
most all states of India where pup- 
petry exists. Itis also very popular 
in the four southern states. 

P : Well, here's a 
question for you. Let 
me see if you can an- 
swer this one, Janu, 
you keep your mouth 
shut, okay? Tell us 
how Krishna and 
Radha were different 
from Chiki and 
Bhola? 

Me : Well, to be 
honest with you, | 
thought they were all 
string puppets. But 
now that you ask me... Krishna's 
and Radha’s movements were 
more precise and real... Ha! There 
wasn't much loosening of the 
strings either... 

J: You are clever young lady! 
Radha and Krishna are rod pup- 
pets. They are supported with iron 
‘Shadow puppetry Is the older ort 
form and large puppets are made 
‘out of leather with light bamboo 
rods attached. The puppeteer also 
dances while manipulating the pup- 
pets. A live bonfire of a flickering 
light brings the puppets to life 
(smoke free dried coconut shells 


* Glove Puppet 





rods of many sizes with one or two 
main rods to hold. They are diffi 
cultto handle, not because they are 
naughty, but because they are 
heavy! 

Me : Fascinating! Pankaj and 
Janu, tell me, do you only compere 
all the time like you did today? 

P and J : No, no... 

Pand J : Let me tell her. 

Pand J: Alright... 

Me : Just one of 
you please. 

J: Ladies first. 
Well, we both are our 
master's pets. We go 
with him wherever, 
whenever there's a 
show. We even visit 
schools to talk to chi 
dren about hygiene, 
environment and edu- 
cation. We sometimes 
teach Maths or Sci- 
ence in their classrooms. 

P : Children like it and learn with 
joy. They understand better you 
know and they even answer the 
questions we ask them! They are 
smart. 








Jur master also visits towns 
and villages when social organiza- 


ore used). 

Among the figure puppets you 
hove holf figures ond full figures. 
Lorge, full Figures are handled by 
three men at the same time - one 
for the body and right arm, one for 
the left arm and one for the legs 


‘ond feet! 
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tions invite him to spread aware- 










ness among those villagers. 

Me : Do you mean to say that 
any subject can be taken up as a 
theme for a puppet show? 


ter puppetry (Roi Nuoe in 
Vietnamese) was the lively 
creation of the farmers who spent 
their days in flooded rice fields. It 
was first performed overa thousand 
years ago. It is performed in a 
chestdeep pool of water, with the 
water's surface as the stage. The 
water also helps in providing 
exciting effects like waves and 
splashes. 

‘A wooden puppet stands two feet 
tall from its base and is fixed to 
floating base at one end of a bamboo 
rod about 15 feet long, The base 
includes a rudder and acts as a 
fulcrum for the strings that control 
the puppets. The puppetcers stand 
behind a curtained back-drop. 

It is heartening to note that this 
ancient art has been rescued from 
near extinction over the last decade, 


NEXT INSIGHT ; 
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P : Ofcourse, although non-tra- 
ditional subjects may not be that 
easy or successful. We have toured 
across the country of India and... 

J: We've also been on the 
aeroplane visiting Europe and 
‘America! 

Me : Lucky for you! But is it true 
that puppetry is a lesser art? Has it 
been on the decline? 

J: You're right. There was atime 
when the art was almost forgotton. 
It still does not enjoy the same level 
of importance as other forms of the- 
atre. What with movies and televi- 
sions taking over 

P : Don't forget the computers. 
But it was a good crowd today. The 
children were so happy. We know 
that people still want to watch a pup- 
pet show. 

Me : Funds to make the puppets, 
to pay the people and funds for 
travel must be another problem? 

P: True. True. our masters are 
not taken care of, then how can they 
take care of us? There aren't many 
who want to take it up as a profes- 
sion either, It's sad you know. 

J: But Pankaj, we know for sure 
that children love us as much as we 
love performing for them. And, | am 
absolutely certain that as long as 
these children want to watch a pup- 
pet show, I'l be there to perform, 

P::Me too! 

- Lakshmi Natarajan 
Pictures courtesy + 
Puppetryindia.org 
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Thin and tall, 18 year old 
Rohan was no genius in 
academics, sports or co- 


curricular activities. He had no 
Sriends in the hostel, with whom — SOMeUm 
‘he could share his joys and Rohan was astonished. It was a 
sorrows, Solitude had remained  yewhorn one, since its eyes were not 
his inevitable companion all wide open yet. Rohan bent forward 
through the years, Yet, he was _andlifted this tiny animal gently in his 
istic about graduating from hand. The scarf around Rohans' neck 
came in handy, He took the puppy to 

his room for warmth and food. 
T hat night was exceedingly cold, _ Rohan fed the puppy carefully, 





sometime before he noticed the poor 
















But Rohan was not the kind of Everytime he touched the puppy, 

person who would mind a cold snuggled closer to him looking 
night, The road was barren as Rohan for warmth, Rohan lay 
walked slowly down the road, his @ awake that whole night 
shadow looking sinister under the watching the puppy 
street lights, Perturbed by his inability fall into a deep sleep 
to perform well in his test that day, ‘ inhis makeshift bed. 
Rohan seemed a bit upset and 





frustrated, henext morning 

The small stream winding dawned bright. 
through the orchard Rohan heated a 
nearby, glistened in the cup of milk for the 


lights that shone on either puppy's breakfast. 
side. Rohan took one long He then covered 
look at the stream’s the puppy in a 
superfluous joy in thick, woollen 
providing water to the cloth and ei 
farms and fields outside in a basket, 
airdling the town, “To ‘The’ sun was rising 
whom am I useful? steadily and the 
Rohan murmured to town was yet to 
himself. awake, 

Rohan was engrossed Rohan walked 
in his own thoughts that down to the place by 








he failed to notice a the side of the stream 
puppy snuggle under where he had found 
‘denim - clad’ legs. It was the puppy. He 
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TO REMEMBER! 


searched around the place for a 
while and just a few steps away, 
behind a bush, he saw the mother 
with her other three babies. 

Basket in hand, Rohan tip toed 
towards the lair. The mother snarled 
menacingly at Rohan and the 
puppies woke up startled. 

Rohan gently and carefully took 
the lost puppy and placed it near the 
lair, The released puppy found an 
anxious mother and cuddled up to 
her. 

‘The family had been reunited and 
joy was permeating the air. It was 
a Yery happy reunion and the 
mother was too engrossed in the 
unification, to notice Rohan’s eyes 
brimming with tears. 





ohan felt a new awakening of 
true happiness, He understood 
at that very instant that it was 














not great things or achievements 
that could always bring happiness, 
Rather, little things - a simple 
gesture of love, affection or warmth 
could bring much more happiness 
into one's life. For, these little 
things are done with the least 
expectation of gratitude. 

Rohan understood that he might 
not be able to do great things, but 
he would certainly be able to do 
good things, 

Rohan returned to his room, a 
different man. His basket 
was empty, but his heart was 
/ fall. 





Narasimha Raghavan, 
Coimbatore. 
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Plastic menace 
ook at the garbage dump! In 
addition to vegetable scraps, paper 
and peels of fruits, you will also 
notice broken glass bottles and 
plastic bags! 

The changing consumer life style 
combined with a high consumption 
of packaged goods and lack of 
disposal facilities, results in the 
accumulation of plastic in the 
environment. 

The rampant use of plastic bags 
in daily life is due to its light weight, 
water proof nature unbreakable 
tendency and convenience to carry. 


DO YOU 





AGREE? | 


But after being put to use, these bags 
are dumped around anywhere and 
everywhere. 


Once these bags 
enter the soil, they stay 
there for eternity 
forming an 
impermeable non- 
biodegradable 
layer that chokes 
the sub soil and 
prevents 
the roots 































of saplings from penetrating deep 
down. The plastic is also often 
misunderstood for food by animals 
(particularly cattle) and several sea 
creatures leading to their death. The 
natural regeneration of mangroves 
which help in soil building is also 
largely hampered. The sewer pipes 
get clogged and this becomes a trap 
for creatures living in ponds, rivers 
and oceans, 

Thus ‘plastic menace’ is 
becoming a serious issue. It is 
imperative that we stop using these 
plastics. 

The Imperial Chemical Industry 
at London has been able to develop 
a plastic called ‘Biopal.’ Itis proved 
that this plastic does not harm living 
creatures and can be eaten by fungi 
and bacteria, 

It may be 

a long time 

















=== VIEW POINT 
means the child should put in 
eight or more hours of work 
for meagre wages in order to 
help improve the family’s 
financial position. These 
children mostly come from 
poor, large families. Children 
can be easily trained as they 
have high grasping power. 
Child labour in India is 
prevalent in fire work 
industries, tobacco industries, 
match factories, quarries, 
hotels and auto works. 

Our Government has 








before the use of plastic is totally 
eliminated. But I am sure that an 
awareness created now among 


children regarding its dangers, will 
help in doing away with plastic in 
the years to come. 
+ Prajakta S. Borkar, 
Age 16, Goa. 
Child labour 
ith increasing population, all 
the developing countries are facing 
innumerable problems including 
that of child labour. 
think, all of you might have seen 
in English movies, children at 
work, washing and cleaning cars, 
mowing lawns, distributing 
newspapers, serving in cafes 
and the like. They do this as a 
part time activity and earn 
some money to fulfill 
their other obligations. 





Butin countries like 
India, child labour 





banned child labour recently. But it 
has not brought any fruitful result, 
When the poor parents need money 
they send their children to. work in 
such places. These children are 
deprived of a good education, or 
vocational training in any field and 
their future is very gloomy. 
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Tat all the government wants to 
do anything towards solving this 
problem, it should make primary 
education compulsory everywhere 
and for everyone with free mid-day 
meals, books and uniform cloth for 
poor children. Secondly, vocational 
training like typing, auto 
mechanism, handicraft works etc., 
should be made compulsory. Thirdly 
women literacy should be 
implemented to keep every family 
happy and healthy. Last but not the 
least I would like to emphasise here 


that population control should be 
implemented without any delay. 

-M.Nasant, 

Std. Vill, 

Bishop Conard Sr. See. School, 


The takeover 
‘omputers are used in almost 
all areas of today’s life - science, 
technology, business, industry... 
leisure and entertainment. 
Computers are spreading 
further and further into our daily 
lives that soon computers would 
even start making decisions for us 
about- what is good or bad, right 
or wrong, fun or not, useful or 
useless and so on 
Should we rely on machines for 
such decisions? Isn't there a 
greater seiise of satisfaction or 
pleasure in doing things for 
ourselves? If a take over 
happens, then we 
will be bowing 
down to the 
wishes of a 
machine that 
might one day 
even make 
slaves of us. 
We should keep 
for ourselves the pleasures of 
making decisions that relate to 
most parts of our lives and know 
when and where the machine 
















should stop dictating to us. 


- J. Yogeshwaran, 
Std. XI, 
Bangalore. 
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Name : 
KR. Sudishnah 
Age: 10 
Address : Plot No.336, 
Sumathi Hospital Road, Anna 
Nagar, Madurai - 20 

Hobbies : Reading books, cycling, 
playing computer games, dancing, 
making friends. 


Name : Pratheepa 
‘Thirukulatharshan 

Age : 15 

‘Address : No.87/2, Lake Road No.1, 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, 

Hobbies : Music, drawing, playing 
tennis, dancing, reading books and 
collecting beautiful land scapes. 


Name : L. Giridharen 

Age : 14 

Address : S/o N. Lakshmanan, 
Agent LIC of India, Pudupalayam, 
Valappady, Salem - 636 
1s, 


Hobbies : Stamp 


collecting, playing video 
games & computer games, 
swimming & playing foot ball. 








Age : 12 

Address : 5, Marutha Street, 
Solainagar, Muthalpet, Pondy - 
605 003. 

Hobbies : Reading novels, bird 
watching, stamp and coin collection, 


singing. 





Name ; C.S. Amritha 
Age: 12 
Address : G-2, Sail Flats, 9 


Duraisami Road, 21st Avenue, Ashok 
Nagar, Chennai - 83, 

Hobbies : Reading, drawing and 
painting, collecting stamps, cycling and 
playing badminton, 


Name : G.B, Chaitanya 

Age: 12 

Address : 3-637, Greamspet, Bandla 
Street, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh 

Hobbies : Dancing, listening to 
‘music, singing, reading books, watching, 

‘LV. and playing carrom, 


MY HOBBIES 
ARE ... 


Name : V. Mahadevan, 

‘Age: 9 

Address : 19, Nallappan Street, 
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004, 

Hobbies : Drawing and painting, 
playing carrom and philately. 





Name: E, Velladurai Muthu 
Age : 15 


‘Address : 1/9, Fugawala Compound, 
Maharashtra Nagar, Bhandup, Mumbai 
- 400 078. 

Hobbies : Gardening, dancing, 
playing baseball, music. 


Name : M.S. 
Santhosh 

Age: 15 

Address : B-2, 36, East 


Mada St., Thiravanmiyur, Chennai - 
600 041 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
collecting coins, playing football & 
watching television. 


Name : Archana Natarajan 

Age : 14 

Address : SA/70, Supervisor's Flat, 
Sakchi, Jamshedpur - 831 001 

Hobbies : Reading mystery stories, 
writing letters, listening to music, 









singing, playing badminton, painting, 
sending articles to magazines and 
making friends. 


Name : P.V. Pradeepa 

Age : 12 

‘Address : 19-79/20, Balaji Enclave, 
Plot No.20, Kalyanapuri, Uppal-500 
039, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. 

Hobbies : Drawing, reading books, 
watching T.V., playing badminton, 
singing, playing the veena and philately. 





FOREIGN STAMPS 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.85/- BY MONEY ORDER. NOV.P.P 
ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 

CATALOGUED 


MANJUNATH BABU, GT 
10A, D3 D3 ROAD, 
BALARENGAPURAM, MADURA: 625 009 





hen they arrived at the 
foot of the hill on which 
the ruin of the fort stood, 


the children were breathless and wet 
with perspiration. They had run all 
the way to it. They now stood there, 
hands on their hips, looking in won- 
der at the massive structure before 
them, It looked larger than they ever 
imagined and they wondered how 
grand and majestic it would have 
looked in the early days. 

Thoughts of Rani Bhagyalakshmi 
and her brave soldiers, the clang and 
clash of swords and shields, the 
pomp and show of medieval king- 
doms all flashed through their minds 
sina film, Four hundred years had 
gone by since then, Now, the roof 
was almost completely gone and 
large trees grew out of the floors that 
had once been regal chambers, 
courtrooms and dancing halls, The 
pillars that lay at odd angles on the 
ground, even though badly scarred 
by the passage of time, still bore 


LOST lin 


FOR 


signs of the 
artistic 
splendour of 
the bygone 
age. The chil- 
dren had to clamber up the hill and 
once they did so, they would be in- 
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side the fort or what was left of 
‘They were a bit apprehensive. Al- 
though they had made fun of 
Ilangovan's tales about ghosts oc- 
cupying the fort, the atmosphere 
of the ruin was so gloomy, dark and 
eerie that in the back of their minds 
they could not help thinking about 
these things, Srilata found Prabhu 
slowly sliding his hand into her's, 


Aumbika spoke first, “Shall we go 
up?” 

No one replied, but they knew 
that they had to. After all, they had 
come all the way here for that very 
purpose, They followed Ambika si- 
lently as she clambered up the steep 
slope, sometimes on all fours, 

Alter abit of climbing, they came 
into an open area, which they could 
see was once paved with large flat 
stones. Most of these stones were 
gone now, but the few stones that 
were still in place gave the appear- 
ance of a large chessboard, The chil- 


Gil. 








dren walked towards the main com- 
plex of buildings. 

There were piles of rubble all over. 
As they walked around one such pile, 
a large black snake that had been 
sunning atop it, slithered down and 
swiftly disappeared into a hole. The 
children gasped at the sight of the 
snake, What if they had been care. 
less and stepped on it? 

They were now in the middle of 
alarge room. It now had no walls or 
ceiling, but the remnants of the walls 
suggested its original shape, There 
were openings from it to other large 
rooms. They moved aimlessly, until 
they came upon a large courtyard. 
From here they could see far into 
the forest and the river. The river 
had taken a turn and was now flow: 
ing away from the fort. They felt 





glad that they had not continued 
walking along its bank, for then, they 
would have never reached the fort. 

The ground sloped down from the 
edge of the plateaulike surface on 
Which the ruin stood. They guessed 
that the depression around the pla- 
teau had once been the moat, per- 
haps populated by ferocious croco- 
diles. It was now completely dry and 
covered by a thick carpet of tangled 
grass 


‘Suddenly Venkat stumbled and 
almost fell. He had placed his foot 
in an opening in the ground that he 







had not seen because it 
was completely over- 
grown with bushes. 
Srilata quickly pulled 
him back and saved 
him from tumbling into 
the opening. 

The children now 
cautiously examined 
the ground. They were 
surprised to see that it 
was actually a stairway 
leading into some un- 
derground destination. 
The steps were still in- 
tact. 

“That must be one 
of the openings to the 
underground tunnels", 
said Srilata at last, “re- 
member, our teacher 
had mentioned the tun- 
nel system of the fort. 

“You are right”, con- 
curred Venkat, 
“Illangovan's goat 
probably fell into one 
such stair-well. He had 
said that it was not very 
deep. There must be a 
tunnel under the 
ground not far from 
here.” 

He peeped into the 
hole gingerly to see if 
he could see any tun- 
nel. But it was dark 
down there. 


‘Shiiata remembered 
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that she had brought along a pen 
torch. She fished into her bag and 
came out with the torch. When she 
flashed a beam of light into the 
hole, they saw that their quess was right. 
The staircase was a short one, consisting ! 
of just five or six steps. At the end of the 
steps there was a corridor. 

Srilata took the initiative. “Let's go i 
she said, and holding Prabhu’s 
hand carefully, she stepped down 
the staircase. 

Venkat and Ambika watched 
anxiously as Srilata and Prabhu 
gradually disappeared into the hole. 
Only the faint light of the torch in- 
dicated their approximate position. 

A little while later, they heard 
Srilata’s call, “It's alright, you can 
come down.”” 














The children soon found them- 
selves in a long underground corri 
dor made of granite slabs. It was 
not entirely dark there for possibly 
there were skylights along the cor- 
ridor from where a bit of sunlight and 
air came down. It was musty and gloomy 
though. The floor was at places covered with ter- 
mite mounds and some of the slabs of stone had 
sunk into the ground. 

The children walked silently along the corr 
dor in a single file, holding each other's hands to 
keep up their courage as well as for the reason 
that the corridor was wide enough only for one 
person to walk. 

A little further, they came into a large well-lit 
chamber that seemed to be in excellent shape, 
when compared to the buildings above the 
ground. Although the walls, floor and ceiling were 
coated with moss, none of the stones had col- 








lapsed. There was a 
row of skylights all 
along the upper portion 
of the walls, from which 
light was pouring into 
the chamber. They 
could even see bits of 
greenery or the sky 


from certain angles. 

When they looked around the room, they 
found that it had corridors leading out of it in all 
directions. These corridors were similar to the 
cone along which they had come. Some were in 
good shape but some were blocked with the cav- 
ing in of the roof 


‘The children chose one corridor that looked 
in better shape than the rest and walked into it. 
After some distance they came into another 
room, much smaller than the earlier one. 

“The fabled treasure of Rani Bhagyalakshmi 
lies buried in one of these underground rooms,” 
said Ambika, 

The children were thrilled at the thought of 
suddenly coming upon the fabulous wealth. They 
could become rich overnight! 

The corridor soon led them into another large 
room. This was perhaps closer to the river for 
they could hear the sound of water. The room 
was damp and wet and the children were horri- 
fied to see that it had been colonized by bats 
that hung upside down from the ceiling. The 
smell of the bats was overpowering and the chil- 
dren had to hold their hands over their noses. 

The sound of the children's footsteps had dis- 
turbed the bats and a couple of them began to 
make sorties from their perches in the room. The 
children shrieked in disgust when the bats flew 
close to them, which in turn disturbed more bats. 
Soon the room was teeming with flying bats. 

The children had to beat a hasty retreat. They 
ran out of the room, past the corridor and into 
another tunnel all at one shot 

“Wow, that was a narrow escape” said 
Ambika, “Iam glad the bats did not get into my 
hair! | would have died of fright.” 

They waited a while to regain their breath, 
before they began to explore the new tunnel. 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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THE BARTER DEALER!” 


Baloo! Throw these Okay mom! | [Hi srint have 
ity creates out Please di these jars of f TH give 
right now! You've 
earn enough about me think ot Vginereor ages ot] ae” 
tadpoles. I cannot 
tolerate these 
anymore 


That's no No way! Il get into 
problem! | trouble if | keep 


hod me fr tes 
tonw were o | Lngstes me er} Nese at ame. ie 
etn” }iagpaes eae) atapu an 


1H part with my 


= Tut hose magazines beTony 
Forgive me Batu, treet | [ Mukesh... quick. tun 

age me aa fee Jose copes of Gout (6 es wa iy my 

V gave you! 
creatures. But for six 
> ar for 8 
Py right with me? 
catapult 





T give up Balu. You Okay, but you lost your 
win. 11 return your /\ tadpoles. Look! The jars are 
broken! 





No. Never. just got d[ but you give me a jar of 
‘Win exchange for my | | “tadpoles, this ship will be 
swiss knife. 








ANSWERS TO PUZZLES ON PAGES 26 & 27 


1. RACE AHEAD! ; V.ALL IN SPACE - MATCH 
a) If you answer that you arrived 1-C,2-D,3-H,4-A,5-G, 
first, then you are absolutely wrong! It 6. B,7-E,8-F. 














































































































































































is because you overtake the second and 
you take his place, so you arrived J, ADD TO 34 
second, 
») If you answer that you arrived lol sle 
second last then you are wrong again. 
How can you overtake the LAST! 
II, THE NUMBER 
One 
4 8 | 13] 12 
POOJA’S RIBBON 
To begin with one ribbon was 12" 
Jong and the other 24” long. VIL. GUESS IT RIGHT! 
2 
ieee sTap[epaqey Kya 
2. Shirt 2|1[R[elcfal[nfo 
3. Typewriter 
4, Torch Light a[M]O} AW) ALY 
sLe[ely[ elt 
IV. EQUAL SHARING alalwlel 
sfalu[s[t{a[al[cl[ifa 
[xl e[u[t 
POTTER SP" 
Ml iTeRR]E |W) 
¢ [o 
PREOFWC 6 AlN] OvE[R) 
E C) E C) 
(8 [A Cl ac Qa 
fa S| Fula ulove[R) i 0 
(RALVIETW[e[clayw) [a] [ol | x E 
c =] FRLAIDICIUIT FIFE) i 
K y) tT {el 0 
Fulal tl Ffoly) rR] 
mer car nin T 
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Dear children, 


There were no allorrect entries nor any S-correct entries. Against a draw| 
of lots, we are pleased to announce the winners who got 8 answers correct. 





1, Trans Siberian 2. Mt, Augustus 3. Venus 4, Bee Humming Bird 5. Lock heed SR-71| 
6. Ailanta 7. Petronas twin towers 8. Mariana 9. Sagittarius Dwarf 10, Everest 


LUCKY WINNERS 





1, R.FIAZ AHMED 3, S.SATHYA PRESIDTHA 
Chennai - 87 Chennai - 44 

2, B.RANJITH 4, ARCHANA BALAKRISHNAN 
Vellore Chennai - 93 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
‘There will be a contest every month, 
Four lucky winners will receive a set of books worth Rs,250/+ each, from| 
Scholastic India (P) Lid. 
Fill in the form on the next page and mail it to us. 


aa Strietly for school going chikren. 
SS. 








‘Any number of entries can be sent by you, but no photocopies. 
All details asked for in the form must be filled in, Entries 
without complete details will be rejected. 
Use a ball point pen to write, Write neatly and 
clearly 
‘The person with an ‘all-correct’ entry is the 
winner. If there are more than one ‘all-correct’ 
entries, then the lucky winner/s will be decided 
bby a draw of lot, from out of the all correct entries, 
‘The books will be sent to you direct by Scholastic 
India (Put) Ltd. Their decision with the choice of books 
Is final, 
The last date for receiving entries for each 
contr wil be mentioned in the enty 
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GALA CONTEST - 5 

ENTRY FORM Last Date : 10.02.2002 

Name jaca cats 

Age eset Clb 
School 





Residential 
Address 





PHA aisisccacstecien 


Signature 


WHO ARE THESE FAMOUS 
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‘© Meghana Hegde, 
Goa-2 

2?What is rheumatic 
fever? Can it cause 


heart trouble? If it can, how many 


‘years will it take to go to this stage? 
What are the symptoms? 
’ 


swelling in the joints 
such as elbows, wrists, 
knees or ankles 
develop, Some nodules 
may develop under the 
skin over bony areas. 
By this time the 
inner covering of the 
heart and its valves get 
inflammed. It can 
cause — permanent 
damage to the heart valves. 
The damaged valves no 
longer open or close properly 
and result in turbulent blood 
flow, which produces an 
abnormal sound in the heart, 
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! tis a disease of childhood. It 
‘occurs primarily in children in the age 
of 5 to 15 years. It is caused by a 
bacterium called streptococcus 
pyogenes. The disease develops in the 
throat, The germs produce a kind of 
toxin which triggers our immune i 
system to attack the body's own Called “heart murmurs’, 
tissues, Thereby it affects all joints of Severe inflammation of the 
the body and the heart valves can lead to heart 

The first symptoms of 
theumatic fever usually occur 
due to throat infection. Severe 
fever, throat pain, difficulty in 
swallowing and swelling in the 
neck will last for a week or 10 
days, These symptoms will 
‘subside with some antibiotics in 
the next week. After 2 to 4 
weeks, fever relapses. Pain and 








failure. 
Penicillin is used to prevent as well 
as to treat the disease. 


© A. Madanlal, Mysore-S 

? My eyes are puffy when I wake 
up. What can I do, Doctor? 

! Sleep position, water retention 
or allergies can contribute to this 
problem. Make sure that your head 
is elevated by a couple of pillows 
when you sleep. If you have seasonal 
allergies, consider taking 
antihistamine at night to help 
diminish swelling. On the other hand, 
if you only start to sneeze when your 
head hits the pillow, try switching to 
ahypoallergenic one instead. Consult 
your physician. Overdose of salt can 
cause fluid to pool around the eyes. 
‘Try to reduce your salt intake in your 
daily diet. Still puffy? Apply a chilled 
or icy compress to your eyes for five 
to ten minutes after you wake up. The 
cold shrinks the swollen blood vessels 
and swelling may subside. 


© J. Gokul, Bangalore-7 

? How do our eyes see objects? 

! Our eyes and the brain work 
together to make us see the objects. 
‘When we look at something, the light 
that bounces off it enters our eyeball 


through a clear covering called the 
“comea’. The coloured circle that lies 
behind the comea is the iris. At the 
centre of the iris is a round disc called 
the pupil. The pupil looks like a black 
spot, but itis actually a hole that lets 
light into our eyes and also regulates 
the amount of light that enters the 
eye. 

Muscles in the iris make the 
pupil bigger or smaller to let in 
more or less light. When it is dark 
the pupil gets larger. In bright 
sunlight the pupil gets smaller. 

Behind the pupil is the lens. 
Light passes through it. The inside 
of our eyes is filled with clear 
Tiquid that is a litte like jelly. Light 
passes through that too. The light 
touches the back of our eye called 
the retina which acts as a screen, 
‘The retina has tiny nerves which 
form a big nerve called optic nerve. 
It reaches the brain. The lens, like 
the lens of a camera, reverses 
images. Thus the images that form 
on the retina are much like those 
produced on film in a camera. The 
images are upside down and 
reversed left to right. The small 
nerves send these messages to a big 
nerve. The messages travel along 
the big nerve to the brain, The brain 














understands them and 
tells us what we see. 

The ability of the 
brain to interpret the 
images comes from 
experience that begins 
at a person’s birth 








TASTY CHEESE CUBES 


‘Things needed: 

Cooking cheese - 300 gm 
Eggs -2 

Maida - S0gm 

Fresh bread crumbs 

Oil for frying and salt to taste, 





Method: 

Cut the cheese into 2cm cubes 
and chill. Beat the eggs and flour 
together, Dip each piece of cheese 
cube in this mixture, Roll it over 
the bread crumbs. Deep fry and serve 
hot with sauce or ketchup, 

- Bhargavi Parab 

Std VIN, 

VN. Sule Guruji (IES) 
Mumba 





FRIED EGG 





‘Things needed: 

Eggs -2 

Chilly powder, oil and a few pudina 
leaves (finely chopped) 


Method: 

Half boil the eggs. Remove the shell 
and crumble the eggs into sma 
Heat oil in a pan, Put the eg, 
pan and saute, Add required amount 
of salt and chilli powder, Garnish with 
pudina leaves and serve. Easy to make 
‘Yummy to taste. 





+S. Amuthan, 
Std VII, 

Sainik School, 
Amaravathi Nagar. 






POTATO WHEELS 


“Things needed: 

Boiled potatoes - 8 t0 10 

Maida flour - 1 cup 

Salt, chilli powder and green chil- 
lies - Required amount 


Method: 

‘Add salt, chilli powder and finely 
chopped green chillies to the boiled po- 
tatoes. Mix well and mash, 

‘Make # dough with the maida, Make 
small ba's out of it and roll them out 
like rotis, Pat the potato mix on the roti. 
Roll them over and keep in the refrig- 
erator for about ten minutes, Then slice 
the rolls cross-section wise to cut in the 
shape of small wheels. Fry them till 
they turn deep brown in colour. Serve 
hot with sauce or mint chutney. 

= Neelima Chakraborty, 
Std X, St. Joseph’s H.S. 
Matigara. 
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AAZHI 


The hippopotamus is the second 
heaviest mammal on land next only to the 
elephant. The hippopotamus is 
sometimes referred to as the ‘water horse’ 
although it looks more like a pig than a 














There are only two species of 

hippos and 
both are con- 
fined to Africa 
They are found 
in slow-moving 
rivers, swamps 
and lakes that 
are close to the 
grasslands. 


The hippo spends most part of 
Hippos are ‘vegetarians’. They feed the day in water. Although the body 
on tender roots and shoots of plants, ig totally submerged, the eyes, ears 
patches of short grass and fruits and nose which are at the top of 
found on the forest floor. They pluck the head, are kept above the water. 
the grass with their huge muscular The big nostrils help in easy 
lips. Itis a 40 kg diet every day! breathing. At night, the hippo 
emerges from the water to graze. 


t 





The larger of 
the two species, 
the common 


hippo weighs 
around 3200 kgs. 
Its bodyis4 
metres long. 






The pygmy hippo weighs around 
275 kgs and looks like a baby 
common hippo! The body length is 2 


The hippo ‘gallops’ 
in slow motion across 
the bottom of the river 
lightly touching the 
bottom with its toes. It 
can stay under water 
for about 10 minutes. 


The hippo has a smooth skin with few 
hairs. There aren't many sweat glands. 
Water evaporates at a fast rate through 
the skin. It is because of this that the 
hippo stays in water throughout the day, 
The glands in the skin secrete a thick, 
reddish fluid which serves as an 
antibiotic and protects the hippo from 
getting sun burnt! 


The hippopotamus can 
sleep even while its 


submerged in water. It comes 
up to the surface to breathe 
and sinks down again - all 
this whilst its sleeping. 


The hippo has tusk- 
like canines. The lower 
tusks are upto 50cm 4 
long and can weigh 
upto 2 kgs. They are 
used in fights between 
rival males and are as 
priceless as an 
elephant's tusk. 


One young calf 
is born after a 
gestation period 
of 190-240 days. 
The calf stays 
close to the 
mother for about 
20 days after 
which it begins to 
graze all by itself. 
The calf begins to 
‘swim as soon as 
it is born and of- 
ten takes joy rides 
‘on the mother's 
back. 


The life span of the hippo is roughly 
45 years. Hippos have very few natural 


hippos mutually respect each other, 
though a full grown crocodile may| 
‘occasionally havea go at a baby hippo! 


Whenever the mother needs 
totravela distance in search of food, 
she leaves her young in the care of 
another female hippo. The calf is 
then under the care of this new 
found god mother! 





When food parti- 
cles get collected and 
settle in the gaps be- 
tween the teeth, the 
hippo lies lazily near 
by the river bank with its 
mouth wide open, It 
enjoys the luxury of 
having its teeth 
cleaned by the wild 
dogs that feed on 
these food particles. 








Egrets enjoy rides on the hippos’ 
back. They feed on the ticks and 
insects that are on the hippo's body. 
Furthermore, they algo send out 
warning signals to the hippo 
whenever they Sense danger in the 
near vicinity. 









The 
hippopotamus 
is by and large 
timid in nature 
However, there 
are times when 
it can lose its 
temper. On 
such 
occasions, it 
knocks down 
its enemy with 
its large, heavy 
head. 
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[twas a busy day for my aunt. 

Afterall the work was over, 
she was about to close her 
clinic that was in a small town, 
surrounded by villages. Just 
then an old woman came cry- 
ing aloud, Her husband was 
seriously ill, They lived in one 
of the nearby 










villages. My aunt 
took pity and although it was 
late, she accompanied the 
wailing woman, The couple felt very 
happy when my aunt prescribed some 
tablets. The woman overcome with 
gratitude and wanting to be very help- 
ful, showed my aunt a short cut to the 
main road. 
y aunt began to walk along the 
pathways, across the paddy 
fields in the direction shown, There 
‘were beautiful, lush green paddy fields 
all around with a litle stream skirting 
the foot path, Suddenly, there was a 
commotion. A big bull was charging 
down the path and straight towards my 
‘aunt, A boy was chasing it shouting 
“run, run for your life in the local lan 
guage. My aunt, totally shocked, 
Jooked to her right and left, 
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(On her right was the paddy field full 
‘of mud and slush and on her left was 
the stream with a few buffaloes bath- 
ing init, She had only a few seconds to 
decide which side to jump as the bull 
was advancing down the path at great 
speed. 

or whatever reason, my aunt pre- 

ferred the stream and the com- 
pany of the buffaloes! So, she took 
‘a deep breath and plunged into the 
water, just in time to let the bull 
charge by, After making sure that 
the bull was notin the near vicin- 


‘The adventure was not over at that. 
She had to wait for a long time at the 
bus stop, before she got into the bus. It 
‘was only when the conductor called for 


‘tickets’ that she realized her hand bag, 
as lost, perhaps in the stream! Luck 
ily another passenger who recognized 
her paid for the ticket. Finally she man- 
aged to limp back home fully wet and 
dinty, 
‘An exciting person with the most 
exciting encounters! 
- Elizabeth Cyriac, 
Std IX, Sishya School, Chennai. 





massive cake 

featuring the 

prominent 
landmarks of Dubai 
was displayed on pic- 
turesque Shindagha 
Promenade opposite 
the historic national 
monument, Sheikh 


Saeed Al Maktoum 
House on the 2nd day of 


Eid. The cake was on 

display for thousands of 

tourists and visitors to 

the Shindagha heritage sites, be- 
fore being cut and distributed to the 
crowd. 

The event was organised by the 
Dubai Department of Tourism and 
Commerce marketing (DTCM) with 
the 3,000 kilos sponge cake being 
made by the Jumeirah International 
Group to mark the 30th anniversary of 
Unie Arab Emirates (UAE) ational 

ay. 


More than 30 chets worked for almost 
{3,000 hours to prepare the colossal cake 
that measured 10 metres by 
three metres in size. It had 
scaled-down model ofthe 
Burj al Arab as its central 
feature with other land- 
marks lke the Emirates Tow 
ers and Jumeriah Hotel alongside it” 

More than 3,300 fairy lights were used 
to decorate the cake. The ingredients used 
to prepare this giant feast consisted of 330 
litres of eggs, 30 litres of egg white, 330 
keg sugar, 330 kg flour, 330 kg butter, 330, 
kg mixed peel, 30 kp raisins, 330 kg ic- 
ing sugar, 0 kg brown sugar, 30 kg cas- 


tor sugar, 30 

‘kg coffee essence, 30 kg orang 
es, 30 kg lemons and 30 sugar rocks each 
weighing 3 kilos! 





The Heritage village site in Shindagha 
was offering young children an opportu- 


(ql 


on "amusement 
rides of a diferent kind-atop ponies and 
camels along the creek side promenade, 
The atmosphere on the site was co- 
lourful and festive as traditional bands 
played Arabian music, 
- Text and pictures by : 
‘Mohammed Ibrahim, Dubai. 
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here are many wonders that one 

l can witness while travelling 

down the river Nile. But perhaps 

the greatest wonder of all isthe treasure 
of Tutankhamen. 

Tutankhamen was the young 
pharaoh of Egypt. He died at an early 
age of nineteen. 

‘Tutankhamen’s tomb was a great 
find, His mummy was put into three 
dovetailed coffins - the innermost made 
of gold that weighed over a ton and the 
two outer ones in gilded 
‘wood. The pharaoh’s face 
‘was covered by a golden 


Museum in Cairo). 
The other chambers 
or rooms contained 
chests of food and 
precious objects 
such as a battle 
chariot, gold and 
ivory beds and 
chairs! 

The tomb was 
discovered only in 
1922 by two 
English Archeologists, 
Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon. 
‘The tomb was so rich that it took three 


* the golden mask 


hen the last man of the 
excavation party stepped out 
of the tomb, it is said, a 


sudden sand storm blew up and they 
saw a hawk, the ancient royal symbol 
of Egypt, fly overhead. 

People believed that this meant that 
the spirit of the dead king left his tomb, 
cursing those who had opened it! The 
local Egyptians hence also concluded 
that whoever touched the tomb of 
‘Tutankhamen would die! 

Indeed, the coincidences 

were far too many, not to 

believe in what the 
locals felt! 

Five months after 

the excavation, Lord 


on the cheek by a 
mosquito - the bite 
got infected and he 
died in an Egyptian 
hospital. At that 
exact moment of 
his death, all the 
lights in Cairo went 
out. Thousands of 
miles away, at Carnarvon's home in 
England, his dog began to howl. It 
died that night! The doctors who 





THE CURSE OF 
TUTANKHAMEN 


years to clear it out and catalogue the examined the mummified body of 
material! Tutankhamen found that there was 
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‘a small depression on his cheek, just 
like a mosquito bite, exactly in the 
same spot where Carnarvon had 
been bitten! Very strange isn't 
i? 

Some of the others who visited 
the tomb with the excavation party 
also died under strange situations. 
While three of them committed 
suicide, one was killed in an 
accident, two others died due to 
medical reasons and one was 
murdered! 


* the young pharaoh 


owever, in 
this modern 
J age of 


science and tech- 
nology, it may be 
silly to accept 
such beliefs! 

In nature, 
everything is 
destructible and 
should be 
returned to the 
soil and then 
regenerated to 


continue the 
cycle. The 
process of, 


mummification 
‘was against this, 
The mummies 
were preserved 
and prevented 
from decay. With 
time then, 
chemical reactions 
are likely to take 
place within the 
pyramidal tomb. 
Poisonous substances and organic 
‘compounds may be formed. As people 
center the tomb years later, these organic 
‘molecules may react with theirbody and 
affect their health, resulting in fatal, 
unknown diseases long after. 

This is my line of argument, What 
do you think? 





= Compiled by : 

‘Swetha Mohanakrishnan, Sacred 
Heart College, Ernakulam, Kerala. 
Reference : I year B.Se., 

English Text. 
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ambandan was a baby. He was 













barely two years old when his fa- 
ther carried him on his back, to the banks 
of the temple tank in Sirkazhi, a small 
town in the district of Thanjavur, 

Sambandan was born to Sivapadar 
and Bhagavati. Sivapadar was an ardent 
devotee of Lord Shiva. He visited the 
Siva temple everyday. 

Tt was still dark that early morning 
when Sivapadar left Sambandan on the 
topmost step of the tank. Sivapadar then 
walked down the steps into the water to 
have his morning ritual bath 

‘The young child left all alone, began 
to cry for his father. It was then that the 
most wonderful thing happened. 

Lord Shiva and, Goddess 
Parvathi appeared before the cry- 
ing child. Parvathi gently lifted the 
child in her arms and fed him milk 


THE BABY POET 


Just as a mother would feed her baby. 

‘Sambandan was destined to become 
a great devotee of Lord Shiva by singing 
his praise in beautifully coined Tamil 
verses. Parvathi hence blessed this young 
cchild with eternal wisdom when she fed 
him. 





hen’ the father came up after 
his bath, he was shocked to see 
some milk dribbling from the lips of his 
son. As any father would, he too scolded. 
the child for having accepted something 
to drink from an unknown person, He 
wanted to know who had fed him, 


SAMBANDAN- 





Sambandan 
pointed his tiny 
fingers to the scalpture of the God and 
Goddess in the temple. And even while 
doing so, Sambandag began to recite a 
poem “Thodudaiya Seviyan..." (The lord 
who wears dazzling rings on his ears) 
Just imagine a child of two composing 
and singing poems in chaste Tamil, 
keeping rhythm with his tiny hands! 

Sivapadar could not believe what was 
happening. He carried the child into the 
temple and there standing in front of the 
deity, Sambandan sang ten more verses 
in praise of the Lord. Sivapadar took 
‘Sambandan home, tears streaming down, 
from his eyes. 

Thereafter, Sivapadar carried 
sambandan on his shoulders, as the little 
child could not walk distances, and to- 
gether they visited many temples. At the 


temple in the village of *Kolakka’, the 
young child was blessed with a pair of 
the most musical, golden cymbals by 
Shiva and Parvathi. “Look at the child’s 
hands. They have tured pink like the 
petals of the lotus because he has been 


=< cs 
keeping rhythm with his tender palms,” 
remarked Parvathi, Sambandan used 
these cymbals to maintain rhythm when 
he sang. He sang many beautiful songs 
and soon had many devotees follow him. 
Wherever he went. He came to be known 
as “Thirugnana Sambandar.’ 
hirugnana Sambandar also per 
formed miracles by his great devo- 
jon to Shiva. He cured the ailing Pandya 
King Nedumaran, by giving him the 
sacred ash and singing the praise of Lord 
Shiva in Madurai. He also breathed life 
into a young girl who had died, again by 
singing the praise of the Lord 
‘Thirugnana Sambandar is one among 
the sixty three ‘Nayanmars’ who sang 
the praise of Lord Shiva. The songs that 
he sang in the various femples are sung 
even today after 1400 years. They find a 
place in the book “Thevaram’ which isa 
collection of hymns, His poems are sung 
and not merely recited. Hence, they have 
1 very special place even in the history 
of camnatic music. 
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You want to be a poet, but you 
donot know how. Would you 





War is angry, violent and is rampant, 


Choose a topic -eg, ‘School’. Build a 
poem, 

Step 1 : Putdown 10 nouns connected 
with school -class room, students, black 
board, discipline, uniform, education, 


teachers, home- 

% work, sports, 

like togiveit examinations, 
a try? Sure! bs ort Step 2: 
Go ahead. ‘Add deserip- 
Use your 0 WRITE tive adjectives 


five senses and 
choose a theme 
and appropriate 
similies, for eg. 
Peace, 

Peace is like... 

+ the sight of a flight of birds going 
home to roost, 

- soft, like the touch of a baby’s skin, 





- as melodious as the lilt of music from 
afar, 
+ sweet as the taste of hard earned 


victory, 
Peace is soothing, calming and is, 
missing! 
Contrast this using the same format - 
this time with ‘War? asthe theme :- 
War is like. 
~ ugly garbage strewn on the streets 





~ sharp and stinging like the thorns of 
barbed wire that erect fences between 
people, 

= like the stench of corpses after a mass 
destruction, 

= as discordant as the sound of war 
drums, 

~ as biter as medicine that is rammed 
down the throat, 
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to euch of these 
words, either one, two or three, 
Vary the number so that it does not 
become repetitive - noisy and excited 
class-room, energetic students, 
‘overworked but useful black board and 
s00n, 

Step 3: Join the phrases you have now 
‘got with good linkers. You need not keep 
to the same sequence, You can mix the 
order of the phrases. Now look at thi 

SCHOOL 

Noisy excited class rooms overflowing 
with 

Energetic students straining peeking 
at 

‘The over worked but useful black 
board. 

Starched uniforms confined by 

Frightening yet essential discipline - 
all in the name 

‘Of apointless meaningless education. 

Goon! 

Continue the poem, Give itatry. 





A vail thebook club offer from Scholastic 
India for‘A writer’s notebook - how to 
‘rite poetry’. It will give you more ideas, 

+ Jyoti Swaroop, Scholastic, India 


iplomatic efforts 
are being taken to let the 
world know that India 
‘cannot keep quiet if the 
cross border terrorism 
continues to be 
encouraged by Pakistan. 
Our envoy to Pakistan 
was recalled. Our home 
minister Advani has 
visited the United States 
and has spoken bluntly. 
ges init pet aatle 


vate'® TOUGH TALK AND 
UNREASONABLE PROPOSAL! "= = 


Sapmoned 
the US. in 
their fight against terrorism, it was also 
encouraging terrorists to infiltrate into 
India and cause death and destruction’, 
he said. President George Bush has 
asked General Musharraf, to act 
positively in containing terrorism. 
ras 
ay countries in Europe have 
agreed on a common currency and the 
scheme isin operation from Ist January 
2002. Britain and a few other nations 
have not accepted the Euro currency 
concept. But there was joy and 
excitement among those who have 
come to an understanding. tisbelieved 
that the common currency will help 
travellers great deal besides improving 
the economy. The Euro Dollar is 
preparing to challenge the US Dollar! 
as 
The Kannagi statue in Marina, 
Chennai suddenly disappeared! It was 





‘one among, the many statues in- 
stalled along side the seashore 
road, by former chief minister 
CN. Annadurai, in connection 
with the World Tamil Conference 
held several years ago. It was 
soon learnt that the statue was re- 
moved since it was a traffic haz- 
ard and lodged in the museum. 
‘The real reason seems to be that 
it was against “Vastu Sastra’ and 
astrological beliefs! But whether 
‘any government can be run according 
to astrological 

ales ‘isa 


Tamil Nadu government pro- 
posed that public examinations be 
hel for all school 





students right 
from Standard V. 
The proposal 
came in for heavy 
criticism. Educa- 
tionists said that 
the mental agony 
and tension will 
be unbearable for 
children. The 
government final- 
ly gave up the 
idea but only tem- 
porarily! Chief 
minister Panneer- 














selvam said that 
the scheme will be reintroduced in the 
academic year 2003 - 2004! 
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COLOUR THIS CUDDLy SCENE 
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Scientists think that there 

are between 3,000 to 3,500 

kinds of snakes nowiving. Of these, 

10 to 15 percent are poisonous varieties. 

‘The rattlesnake happens to be one of the 
poisonous kind. 

Rattlesnakes belong to a group of 
‘snakes called vipers, all of which are 
venomous, Rattlesnakes are pit vipers, 
and they get this name because ofthe two 
large pits on their heads. These pits are 
Sensitive to the slightest change in 
temperature. They enable the viper to 
detect the presence of a warm-blooded 
animal even inthe dark! 

Rattlesnakes are only found in the 
American continent, and there are about 
30 diferent species, all of them having 
‘rattles at the tip of their tails. Even a young 
rattler has at least one round, ‘shiny 
‘button’ at the tip of its tail. 

The ‘rattle’ is made up of dry, horny 
rings of skin, that lock loosely onto one 


WUARY ‘02 





‘another. When the snake shakes 
». its tal, as it does when excited, 
these horny pieces of skin rub 
against one another, This 
results in a rapping or 
buzzling sound. These 
fattlers usually rattle when 
the snakes become angry or 
frightened. But experts who 
have studied the habits of 
rattlesnakes report that this isn't 
always so. Many of them give no 
warning at all. 


So it 
isn't safe to 
depend on that warning sound, 

A rattlesnake can only strike as far as 
it can raise its head. Even if itis coiled, it 
can strike only upto one half of its body 
length. And since rattlesnakes are rarely 
longer than two meters, one can be alert 
and stay out of its range, The rattling can 
be heard as faras 18 metres away! Anew 
rattle is formed on the snake's tail, each 
time it sheds its skin, 

The rattlesnakes have a complicated 
type of venom system. Their fangs are 
very long. Each fang is set ona very short 
Upper jawbone that can rotate. When a 
viper closes its mouth, the Jawbone is 
rotated so thatthe fang lies lengthwise in 
the mouth and the mouth can close, When 
the mouth is opened for a strike, the 
jawbone is turned forward, bringing the 
fang at right angles to the throat 

The venom that these snakes put into 
their victims with their fangs affects 
‘mainly blood cells and blood vessels. It 
‘may cause great swelling and bleeding, 
The venom of a few species, affects the 
nerves also 

= MLK, Dhaval, Std. IX A, 
D.M.School, Mysore. 
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This is the 

story of a teacher 

who moulded a 

troublesome child 

into a great person 

through his belief 

that there is good in everyone. The 

student too lived up to his teacher's 
expectation. 


A teacher had great faith in his 
students and believed that every 
student had something special in him. 


On hearing about his faith in his 
students, the principal of a school 
appointed him as a teacher of a class, 
in which a particular boy was giving a 
lot of trouble and was getting to be 
unmanageable. He was too notorious 
and also had an influence on other 
children, 


As the teacher entered the class on 
the first day, he found the children to 
be conspiring over something, although 
he was not sure what. 

A paper was being passed from 
student to student. The teacher at one 
point called for the paper. He saw in it 
a crude drawing of himself. However, 
he did not overreact. He remained calm 
and asked the students as to who had 
drawn the picture, The boy known for 
his misbehaviour stood up defiantly. 
‘The teacher simply asked the boy to 
‘meet him after school 


‘That evening, the boy went to his 
teacher expecting a severe scolding and 
some punishment, But to his surprise, 
the teacher gave him a book and said, 
““Lsaw from your drawing this morning, 
that your have great artistic talents 
Here is a book that will teach you a lot 
more about drawing. Use it well.” 

The boy felt very ashamed 
However, encouraged by his teacher's 
Resture, he began to concentrate on 
enhancing his drawing skills. 

‘This boy grew up to become none 
other than the great American poet and 
artist James Whitcomb Riley. 

- K.VSathya Prakash Rao, Std. X, 
St. Aloysius High School, Bangalore. 


ZOOM... CLICK... 
and WIN 


‘A contest for young, 
amateur photographers 

Aree you interested in photography? 
Do you have a collection of 
photographs taken by you? Which one 
Of those in your opinion is the best? 

‘Send it to us along with a suitable 
caption (not exceeding ten words) for 
it. Make sure that the photograph and 
caption reach us before 28.02.2002, 

The best entry will receive a prize 
of Rs.100/- and the top five entries will 
be published in the April issue of your 
favourite magazine, 





Please Note 

* If you want your photographs to 
be sent back, you must enclose a self 
addressed, stamped envelope. 

* Entries without details of your 
name, age, class, school and residential 
address will be rejected straightaway. 

* The competition is for school 
going children only. 

* The editor's decision is final. 

Send your entries to : 
The Editor, 
Gokulam (English) 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 
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GRANDMA WORM 


STOP TALKING; 





START LISTENING! 


Dear Grandma, 

How can I find time to study, if Thave 
to go to music and dance classes from 5 
p.m, to 7 p.m,? I want to get more marks 
and better ranks. Give me a nice solution. 

+ V.Subha, Coimbatore 

Dear Subha, 

From your letter, I am given to 
understand that you get up at 7:30 am, 
every day. This is t00 late. You have 10 
get into the habit of getting up atleast by 
5:30am. You will have two hours to study 
which will make a lot of difference. 
Studying in the morning hours after a 
face wash will improve your 
understanding of the subjects. For this 
dafcourse you have to go to bed early, 











by 9:30 p.m, Perhaps you will have to 
‘give up watching your favourite serial on 
TY. But life is like that 

Don't blame your parents for 
sending you to music and dance 
classes. Learning our ancient arts is a 


privilege which only a few people are 
able to afford today. Make the best use 
of the opportunity you have. If it 
becomes very difficult, you can talk to 
‘your parents, and get their consent to 





learn one of the arts and to give up the 
other. 
tok 

My brother and I have a collection of 
1500 stamps, but I don't know any one 
with whom I can exchange duplicates, 
Please help. 

+ Nita Shashi, Thane 

Dear Shashi, 

Weare publishing the Penpals column 
Sor boys and girls like you. You can easily 
{find friends in your own city who are 
having the same stamp collecting hobby. 
You can write to them and perhaps even 
meet them with the consent of your 
parents and exchange duplicates. You can 
also correspond with philatelists in other 
cities and towns and give them details of 
your duplicates and exchange them with 
theirs, through post. This improves your 
letter writing, besides your stamp 








collection. 


tok 

1 am talkative. I am unable to stop 
talking for even a minute, How can I 
overcome this uncontrollable urge? 

-K. Vishnu Vardhan, Tirupati 

Dear Vardhan, 

First ofall you have to understand that 
silence is not always golden! There is 
nothing wrong in talking when you have 
10, But one should talk sense and should 
be brief. Otherwise the person who is 
listening to you will feel ‘fed up’ and 
uncomfortable. So, make it a practice to 
think for a few seconds before you open 
‘your mouth to talk. Think of what you 
have to say and how to say it. Practice 
‘mouna viradha’ on holidays. Start with 
‘one hour of silence and slowly increase 
it to eight hours - ofcourse during day 
time! This will help you a lot in 
controlling yourself. Remember, a smile, 
twinkle ofthe eyes, a pat or handshake 
Says more than a thousand words! 

tk 

There is a cycle taxi near my house 
and the owner uses the national flag to 
clean his vehicle. I asked him in a polite 


manner to respect the Indian flag but he 
hit me with his palm and asked me to mind 
my own business. What should I do? 

~ Y. Chaitanya, Hyderabad 

Dear Chaitanya, 

Don't be angry with the cycle rickshaw 
‘owner. In all probability he is illiterate 
and does not know the value of the 
tricolour. When you or your brother use 
his rickshaws, inform him on how our great 
leaders sacrificed everything they had for 
the cause of freedom and how they 
developed the flag in stages, Tell him 
what the tricolour means and what the 
ashoka chakra stands for. Talk to him 
about why the flag flys half mast 
sometimes and how great men and heros 
are draped with the national flag when 
they die, Tell him about the military 





>» @ 
barracks where the flag is hoisted and 
lowered each day to the sound of bugles. 
In addition to all this, give him an old 
lungi or tom shirt to wipe his vehicle. He 
will understand and will begin to respect 
the national flag. 
Love, 
Grandma worm 
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Dear Reader. 
Have you made a New Year resolu- 
tion? Many people do, but soon forget. 
about it and end up doing things the 
same way as they 
have been doing 
all these years! 
A resolu- 
jon when de- 
cided upon 
must be fol- 
Jowed come what may. If you have the 
slightest doubt in implementing a reso- 
lution don’t take it up in the first place, 
Our ancient epics teach us not to take 
‘oaths in a frivolous manner, Beeshma 
took an oath that he will never marry 
and will never have a child. The oath, 
taken under force of circumstances was 
idhered to by him till his very last 
breath, Bharatha took a vow that he will 











not occupy the throne and that he will 
‘wait for Rama to return after living in 
the forests for fourteen long years. He 
placed Rama’s sandals on the throne 
and ruled the kingdom on his behalf. 


‘We must think deeply before tak- 
ing a pledge, But once its taken, we 
should adhere to it. Apart from small 
New Year resolutions like I will not be 
lazy; I will help my parents; I will com- 
plete my home work every day; I will 
not see TV for more than an hour ev- 
eryday; will be attentive in class; I will 
‘not get angry and so on, there are two 
important resolutions which everyone 
‘of you should ponder over. 





One is 


deciding on 
I HEREBY::.:: 
‘want to be in 
RESOLVE. OS vor. 


future and 


ing hard to achieve it. Every young man 
‘or woman should have such a long term 
turget, and should be constantly plan- 
ning to attain the goal. 

‘The second important resolution is 
devotion to God and the Motherland, 
Such a resolution will help you not only 
to fulfill your ambition but also to serve 
the nation through the career of your 


choice, ‘Ritter 
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FOR YOU TO COLOUR 








SECRET 


MESSAGES 


Things needed: lemon, desk 
lamp, white paper, paint brush, 
bowl. 




















Squeeze 
out the lem- 
on into the} = 
bowl. = 
Dip 
the brush 
Z| intone 
juice... 
TRY IT 
out! 

















and paint 
the message 
carefully on 


the paper. 











WAIT TILL THE JUICE HAS. 
DRIED UP. 

Hold the paper under the light 
Until... the message appears like 
magic! 

+ K, Mahalakshmi, Mannargudi. 








i) Start Buin Vour 
p Child’ 's Towa Today 


ICOMPUTER, SCIENCE 
JCS); 


Use: 6-13 years 


CONTACT YOUR NEAREST CSC CENTRE 





